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PREFACE

About the Dana Family Album. The names of major donors, those alumni and friends who
gave or pledged $5,000 or more to Dana College from late 1988 through 1995, appear on the
Old Main Commemorative Wall in the Dana Classroom Center opposite the entrance to
Trinity Chapel. Most of these contributions were made during the college’s ADD
(Accelerating Dana’s Development) campaign, which began soon after the August 25, 1988,
fire that destroyed Old Main, and ended at Homecoming on October 2, 1993, with the
dedication of the Classroom Center and Trinity Chapel.

These donors were invited to write about their relationship to Dana and/or Trinity Seminary,
and, as applicable, about their family’s relationship and their feelings about their experiences
at Dana and Trinity Seminary. This volume contains the narrations of those who responded to
this invitation. The narrations were written between late 1992 and early 1996.

About Old Main. Old Main was built in 1886, two years after Danish Lutheran immigrants
founded Trinity Seminary, Dana’s mother institution. The French Second Empire structure was
on the National Register of Historic Places. As the new school’s only building, it housed
classrooms, offices, and the library, dining room, kitchen, and president’s living quarters. At
the time of the fire, a few days before the start of the 1988-89 academic year, Old Main was
home to the Departments of Art, Languages, Business Administration, and Education and
Psychology, as well as the Office of Career Services. Much of the interior had recently been
remodeled, and new facilities for an expanded photography program had just been completed.
Little could be salvaged from the building whose tower had been a symbol of the school for
more than one hundred years.

About the Old Main Commemorative Wall. Dr. Milt Heinrich, Dana professor of art, used
clay and other materials to create the Old Main Commemorative Wall. A modeled relief of
Old Main is the central feature of the work, which measures 8.5 x 18.5 feet. The two
decorative bricks at the bottom of the relief are from Old Main. Five hundred and fifty-four
individual clay tiles with the names of major donors are an intregal part of the design. To
inscribe the names, Heinrich and his assistant, art major Karl Hermanson, used a few simple
tools in a method reminiscent of ancient cunieform writing.

About the Order of Names on the Old Main Commemorative Wall. The following pages list
the names of donors in the order in which they appear on the Old Main Commemorative Wall.
(Variations in alphabetical order were sometimes necessary for the sake of the design.) The
names are in three sections. Section One lists alumni and friends who contributed during the
ADD campaign. These names begin at the top left, continue down and then up; they resume
on the right side and end three lines below the panel that gives the dates of Old Main. Section
Two is to the left of this panel, and Section Three is below the panel (lines 4-12). These last
two sections list the names of those who contributed between October 1993 and December
1995.



Names on the Old Main Commemorative Wall in the Order
in Which They Appear

* indicates an entry in the Dana Family Album.
Album entries are in alphabetical order.
In a few instances, entries combine information about family members whose names appear on
the Commemorative Wall as separate listings.

SECTION ONE

Aid Association for Lutherans*

American Cyanamid Company

American Lutheran Church, Gothenburg, NE*
Amoco Foundation

A.M. Andersen Family

Harold and Marian Andersen*

Richard and Lois (Petersen) Andersen
Ingvard M. and Ella (Bertelsen) Andersen*
L. M. and Charlotte (Richter) Andersen*
Magda Andersen

Ruth (Staugaard) Andersen*

Emory and Geraldine (Christensen) Anderson
Ernest and Sharol (Crandall) Anderson*
Ralph M. and Judith (Bruce) Anderson, Jr.*
Wesley and Olga (Simonsen) Anderson Family
William and Dorothy Anderson*

Arthur and Helene Antholz*

Steven and Deanna (Nielsen) Appel
Aquila Energy*

William and Judith (Jensen) Archibald
Clarice (Jensen) Aus*

Charles and Carole Bagby*

Everett Baltz and Patricia Zabel Baltz
Lloyd and Ann (Jessen) Bansen

Peter H. and Anne M. Bansen Family*
Tim and Andrea Barber

John and Virginia (Lippincott) Beck*
Marcus and Agnes (Lund) Beck Family*
Marcus and Margaret (Johansen) Beck*
Bemis Company Foundation

Glenn and Verona Berntson Family

Sena Bertelsen*

Robert and Erna (Petersen) Berthelsen*
Bethesda Lutheran Church Foundation
Gary and Vivian (Christensen) Biesecker*
Robert and Lois Blobaum

Bonnie (Deepe) Boccitto*

Richard C. and Lois B. (Lynge) Boe*
John and Carol (Miller) Bogacz*

Elmer and Ingrid (Beck) Bondo*

Helga Bohn

Ervin F. and Palma K. Bondo*

L.C. and Karen Bondo*

Sanna and Victor Borge

Alan and Patricia (Hansen) Boozikee
Howard and Ruth Braren

Charles and Judith (Rueter) Brehm*
Alan and Karen Brodbeck*

C. Milton and Elaine (Madison) Brostrom*
Brunswick Foundation

Leanne (Danahy) Buland*

Fred and Elsie Burklund*

Daniel and Marilyn Bye

Calvary Lutheran Church, Omaha, NE*
Russell and Margaret (Christensen) Cantine
Robert and Karen (Jensen) Capel*
N.C. and Martha (Neve) Carlsen Family*
Louis Carpenter

Caterpillar Foundation

John S. Chambers

James Chapin

Robert W. Chapin Family*

John O. Chatt*

Dale and Arlene (Miller) Christensen*
Sigrid Christensen and Marie Johnson*
Herbert Christensen

Aaron and Alice Christiansen Family*
Fred and Inger Christopherson

Myrvin F. and Anne C. Christopherson*
Bob and Kris (Maschman) Coffey*
James and Belva Joy Coffey*

Max and Dora Coffey Family*

Robert and Joan (Nelson) Coffey*
ConAgra, Inc.*

DBR Partnership

Herbert and Becky Dalleck

Dana Athletic Boosters

Dana Class of 1991

Dana Class of 1992

Dana Class of 1993

Dana Women’s Club

Deloitte & Touche



Delbert J. Detmer

F. Lowell and Dorothy (Granlund) DeVasure*
Paul and Janeille Ditlevson

Dow Corning Corporation

Joe and Susan (Zabel) Dryburgh*

Eva K. Dukes

Charles and Margre Durham

Jean Eisenhauer*

Jeffrey and Sandra (Ohrt) Ellis

Enron Foundation

Eriksen Construction Company, Inc.
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
Expeditors International of Washington, Inc.
David and Marilyn Falksen*

Elwin and Helen Farwell*

First Evangelical Lutheran Church, Oakland, NE*
First Lutheran Church, Blair, NE

First Lutheran Church, Fremont, NE*

First National Bank of Omaha

Margaret Fischer

Edith Fox

Earl and LaVena Fries*

Carl and Evelyn Frost

David L. and Linda A. (Olson) Fuhrman
Gardner Foundation*

Leslie Gardner-Bebee*

Timothy and Robley Garrigan Family

J. Timothy and Janis (Jensen) Gaule*
Dennis and Debra Gethmann
German-American Society, Omaha, NE
William and Barbara Gibbs*

Erwin and Pearl Goldenstein*

Gilbert M. and Martha H. Hitchcock Foundation
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Wichita, KS
Kermit and Dagmar (Olson) Goll*

Nelson and Linda Gordman

Fred J. and Sharon J. Gordon*

William and Bobbie Gordon*

David and Sally Graven*

Great Plains Communications, Inc.

Mark and Caryl (Christensen) Grorud*
Arthur Dale Gustason

H. Lyle and Viva A. Guyer*

Everett and Kathryn Hagedorn*

Rhonda (Oelrichs) Hall

Edward and Shirley (Bondo) Hansen Family*
Florence M. Hansen*

L.C. and Agatha (Mengers) Hansen
Leonard, Sr., and Evelyn Hansen

Richard and Ann Hansen*

Robert and Janice Hansen*

Steve Hansen

Willard R. Hansen Family*

Arndt and Clara Hanson Family*

Clifford and Florence (Hanson) Hanson*
Roger and Marilyn (Juul) Hanson*
William and Doris (Petersen) Hanson*
Steve and Laurie Harper

Keith and Carol Hartvigsen

Howard and Myrna Hawks*

Norma (Parde) Heeren*

Alfred and Melverine Hedegaard*
Duey and Tracy (Erickson) Heffelfinger*
Milt and Jane Heinrich*

Frank and Helen Hengeveld*

Viola (Hess) Henningsen

Scott and Ruth (Hultgren) Henneman*
Alfred and Gladys Hernes Family*
Lydia Herrmann

Lynn and Mary Jean Hiemke

Jeffrey Hogden and Terry Wilson*
Donald and Pauline Hogzett*

Peter and Effie Holm*

Gunnar Horn*

Robert and Rebecca (Roesener) Holst
Roger and Linda (Anderson) Howland*
Abigail Hubbard and Jan Goering*
John C. and Pamela Hundahl

Paul and Jean (Wood) Hundtoft*
Lynnette Hunt*

Emory and Edna Hunt*

Hugh and Jane Hunt*

Janyce and Richard Hunt*

Robert and Jeanette Hunt

HunTel Systems, Inc.*

IBM

Isco, Inc.*

James and Margery Iversen*

J.M. Smucker Company

Kurt and Patty (Tonniges) James
Aaron A.D. Jensen

Genevieve (Skau) Jensen*

H. P. Jensen Family*

Irving F. and Elizabeth Jensen*

Irving F. Jensen Company, Inc.
Kenneth and Lillian (Hansen) Jensen*
Merton Jensen Family*

Michael and Gail Jensen Family

Milton and Beverly (Peterson) Jensen Family*

P.C. Jensen Family

Paul and Lizbeth (Ahrens) Jensen*
Richard A. and Bonnie (Hagedorn) Jensen*
Paul and Ada (Stokes) Jeppesen*
Mildred Jepsen

Robert and Malinda (Wallman) Jepsen*
Gerhardt and Harriette Jersild

Hans C. and Carrie (Sinamark) Jersild*
Harold and Dolores Jersild



Karl and Hulda Jessen

John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation
John P. and Dora (Sinamark) Johnsen*
Marvin and Alice Johnsen

Paul C. and C. Joyce (Nelson) Johnsen*
Ray and Nancy Johnsen*

Johnson & Johnson Family of Companies
Andrew Johnson and Kathy Gerking*
Ed and Candy Johnson*

John and Kristi (Planck) Johnson*
Kevin C. and Kari Jo (Molzer) Johnson*
Layne M. and Deborah Johnson
Leonard A. Johnson

Milan and Gloria (Hanson) Johnson
Oscar and Dody (Jensen) Johnson*

Paul and Liz (Miller) Johnson*

Michael and Faye (Coles) Jones*

Ann M. Jorgensen

Don and Joyce (Vasby) Jorgensen*
Floyd and Dorothy (Landbo) Jorgensen*
Herbert and Carol (Nielsen) Jorgensen
Stanley and Ethel Jorgensen*

Tom and Alice Jorgensen

Christian and Mary (Hansen) Justesen*
Rodney and Nancy Kastrup*

Kellogg Company

Ernest and Irene Kehlbeck*

Bruce and Cindy (Blobaum) Kempcke*
Herman A. Kirchhoff

Leo Kirchhoff*

Michael Hall Kirk*

Martin L. and Carrie Kirkegaard*
Carsten C. and Elisabeth (Hansen) Kloth*
Luther C. and Doris (Siersbeck) Kloth*
Dagmar (Nielsen) Knudsen

Herbert and Karen (Nielsen) Knudsen
Rudolph and Ellen (Rasmussen) Knudsen*
Karl and Patricia (Stolley) Koeppen*
Simon and Virginia Korshoj

Kountze Memorial Lutheran Church, Omaha, NE
Robert and Joan (Petersen) Krogh*
Bernard J. and Catherine C. Kros
Timothy and Jamie (Heide) Kuiken*
Alice and Allen Laaker*

Nick and Rosella Lalich

William and Barbara Lane

Tom and Ginny Lange

Byron and Mary (Jensen) Langenfeld*
C.B. and Abelone Larsen*

David and Bernice Larsen*

Edward and Inga (Schultz) Larsen*
Herbert and Regina Larsen*

Oluf Larsen and Lillie (Bondo) Larsen*
Phil and Florence Larsen*

Robert Larsen

Richard and Carol (Madsen) Larson
Douglas and Susan Lash

Victor E. and Margaret Lauritsen*

Bruce and Kimball Lauritzen

John R. and Libby Lauritzen

Paul and Gail Laursen*

William and Toni (Nelson) Lawson*
F.E. "Red" and Dorcas (Vammen) Leighton*
John and Kathleen (Nielsen) Leistad*
Lincoln Health Care Foundation

Luther "Abe" Lincoln*

Merle and Harriet (Mortensen) Lipe*
Tom and Janice Lippincott*

Roger Lorsch

N.T. and Marie Lund*

Lutheran Brotherhood

Lutheran Brotherhood Branch #8113
Lutheran Brotherhood Branch #8543
Lutheran Brotherhood Branch #8706
Lutheran Church of the Master, Omaha, NE*
Ellen Madison

Archie and Lorraine (Sandberg) Madsen*
C. Clifford and Esther A. (Johnson) Madsen*
Gary L. and Diane E. (Larsen) Madsen*
Leonard K. and Lenora J. Madsen*

O. Victor and Esther (Frost) Magnussen*
Robert and Dorothy Mandsager*

Adolph and Esther Marking Family*
Arne Marking*

Michael S. Martin*

Larry and Mary Mason*

Francis, Margaret and Dale Matson Family
Bernard and Mary Matthies*

Fred and Carol Matthies*

W. Leo and Patsy McKillip

James McKinley*

David and Kathy McKinnis Family
Donald and Barbara (Beck) Meduna
Gene and Susie Meyer*

Mid-America Computer Corporation*
Robert and Blanche Milek

Harold and Mary Miller*

Julie Miller

Margaret A. and Aleine S. Miller*
MITRE Corporation

Mobil Foundation, Inc.

Brian and Vicky (Donaldson) Moerer
Morrison Knudsen Corporation*

Richard and Mildred (Johnson) Morton*
Jane Mundschenk

William and Iva Mundschenk*

Dana and Maureen Munson*

Mark and Susan (Miller) Musick



Russell and Madelyn Musick Family*

Mutual of Omaha Companies

Philip and Janet (Wohlers) Myer*

National Endowment for the Humanities*

Arno and Betty (Jorth) Neben*

Nebraska Independent College Foundation*

Nebraska Synod ELCA*

Arthur F. and Ruth (Rasmussen) Nelson*

Donald and Mary Anne Nelson

Erland and Naida Nelson Family*

Harold and Anna Margaret (Hansen) Nelson*

Viola Nesheim

A. V. and Dora Neve Family*

Alton and Marjorie Neve*

Aster and Ruth Neve*

Leif Neve and Bonnie Lutz*

Lloyd and Muriel Neve*

Paul and Lela (Nielsen) Neve*

Rachael Neve*

Ried and Eunice (Petersen) Neve*

A. Craig and Janice Nielsen*

Arnold and Elaine (Neve) Nielsen

Elcar and Lillian Nielsen*

Elliott and Juane (Skow) Nielsen*

Homer and Ione (Christensen) Nielsen*

Jens Peter and Martha Nielsen*

Luella K. Nielsen*

Niels Nielsen

Orville V. and Delma (Madsen) Nielsen
and Family*

Pauline Nielsen

Ruth Herman Nielsen*

Therkild and Margaret Nielsen

No Frills Supermarket, Inc.

Allan and Marlyn (Neve) Nyegaard*

Donald and Ollie Mae O’Connor*

Kathleen O’Connor*

John and Paula O’Hanlon

Duane and Lillian (Nielsen) Ohlsen*

James and Verna Olsen*

Allan and Margie (Fangmeyer) Olson

Roger and Dorothy Olson

Rufus and Ruth Olson Family

Omaha Community Foundation

Omaha World-Herald Foundation

Alfred and Letha Pagel*

E. Gordon and Anne Leslie Pahre*

Francis M. "Stub" and Ruth (Duffy) Pearson*

Andrew M. and Anna Pedersen

Arthur and Mary (Jensen) Pedersen

Carl and Pamela (Rhoades) Pedersen

Paul D. and Lilly Pedersen*

Peoples Natural Gas

Peter Kiewit Foundation

Peter Kiewit Sons’, Inc.

Alma (Madsen) Petersen and Donna Petersen*
Elsie (Nielson) Petersen

Emery and Carol Petersen

Everitt and Terri (Johnson) Petersen
Hubert and Eulella (Schjodt) Petersen*
Inez B. Petersen

Immanuel and Elna (Hofgaard) Petersen*
Marc and Carlene (Benson) Petersen*
Marius Petersen

N.C. and Laura Petersen

Paul and Ruth Peterson*

Art and Gladys Prouty

Jim and John Prouty

Harold and Ellen Ann Qualsett*

Gerald and Tamara (Lykke) Quirk*
RDG Schutte Wilscam Birge

Ruth (Larsen) Randall*

Christine Rasmussen

Elise Rasmussen

J. Evan Rasmussen

Johannes and Clara Rasmussen*

Paul G. and Lillie A. (Petersen) Rasmussen*
Paul N. Rasmussen*

Ruth Rasmussen

Scott and Colleen (Dutch) Rasmussen
Jurgen and Fannie Remmers*

Marlow Remmers

J. Hilton and Fern Rhoades*

Kenneth and Virginia Rhoades*

Robert H. Storz Foundation*

C.N. Jr. "Bud" and Janice Robinson*
Rocky Mountain Synod ELCA

Bill and Margaret (Nielsen) Rodenburg
Melvin and Florence Rogers Family*
Leland and D’ Arlene (Morton) Rosenau
Alvin and Beulah (Nielsen) Rueter*
Ray and Paul Saathoff Families

Paul and Dottie Salchow*

Stephan R. Sams

Dean and Rose Sapp

Ray and Lenora Sapp

William and Lucille Sapp*

Walter and Lorraine (Nelsen) Schacht Family
William and Lorraine (Peterson) Schaeffer*
Clara Schafersman

Carl and Alice (Knudsen) Schattauer*
Jerry and Ruth (Behrens) Schmidt*
Robert and Judy Schmoll

Eugene Schobel

Carolyn Scholl*

Donald and Eleanor (Nielsen) Schou*
Greg Schou

Mark and Judy Schreffler



Phil Schreffler

Clemens and Mildred (Thomsen) Schroeder*
Erling and Dorothy (Willmert) Schultz*
Holger and Carrie Schultz

Myril and Iva Lou Schultz

Alton and Mary Schwandt*

Bradley K. and Patricia L. (Hewett) Schweer
James and Joanne (Zander) Scott-Miller
Brian Serr*

Gary and Jean (Brehm) Shelstad
Lawrence and Cornelia (Johnson) Siersbeck*
Paul and Jeanne Simon*

Gale P. and Ramelia (Hallock) Skillstad
Chuck and Gigi (Garrett) Smith

Peter and Janet (Langenfeld) Smith

A.J. and Bernice Snowbeck*

Arthur and Joan (Peterson) Sorensen*
Conrad and Jeanne (Nielsen) Sorensen*
Harry and Shirley (Hansen) Sorensen
Jimmy and Esther Sorensen*

Severin and Lilly (Jorgensen) Sorensen*
Herbert and Hilda Spilker*

St. John Lutheran Church, Beatrice, NE
Andrew and Martha (Rasmussen) Staby*
Paul and Jigger Staby

Edward and Elna (Jensen) Steen*

James A. Stone*

Paul and Lil Strand*

Willis and Janet Strauss

Augie and Joan (Petersen) Stricker*
Marion (Hanson) Svendsen*

Donald and Patricia Swanson*

Tom and Kathy (Appel) Taggart*

Juri and Carmen Taht*

Anna Tammen

Wayne and Joan Tanderup*

Irving and Joan Tange*

Brad and Laura Taylor

James and Lida Rae Taylor*

Tenneco Company

Howard and Helen Thompson

Howard and Ruth Thompson

Martin and Wanda Thompson

Rodney and Marilyn (Harder) Thompson
F.W. "Bill" and Orpa Thomsen*

Paul and Darlene Toole

Patrick and Kathy Tripp*

UPS Foundation

Union Pacific Foundation

Michael Urdahl

UtiliCorp Foundation

Valmont Industries, Inc.

Johannes and Dagmar Vasby*

Philip and Paula (Westfall) Vasby*

Richard and Karen Vierk*

David and Barbara Vopnford

David and Rose Wallman*

Thees, Marie, and Debra Wallman*
Washington County Bank

Ray and Mary Weckmuller Family*
Weitz Company, Inc.

Ervin, Marguerite and Kristi Westfahl*
Richard Whittier and Bonnie Sand-Whittier
Jay and Cindy Wiedenmeyer

Glen and Lola (Petersen) Wiese
Harold and Audrey Wilhelmsen*
Harold Willey

Wayne and Ruth Wise*

Philip and Karan Wittig*

Bob and Louise Woodhouse*

Jess and Patricia Wright*

Gene and Barbara Wulf*

William R. and Sonja B. Yates*

Three rows below panel
with dates of Old Main

Bertha C. Andersen*

Don and Linda Bruning*

Raymond C. (R.C.) and Mazelle D.
Carlsen

Dick’s Electric

Lois E. and Fredric A. Donaldson

Homer P. and Grace E. Hansen*

Ray and Margaret Hansen*

Maynard and Lise Hedegaard

Kirk and Debra Hutton

Jeffrey W. and Marlene A. (Kreutzian)
Levine

Jim and Ardee Pounds

United Lutheran Church, Shelby, IA



SECTION TWO
Thad and Elsie Curley*
William and Luella Adams*
Gwen and Clyde Aten*
Paul and Julie Behrens
Kathleen (Anderson) Bliese
Niels and Natalie Carlsen*
Ruth (Pedersen) Christensen*
Dana Class of 1994
Henry G. and Esta L. Deets*
James and Deanne Gerking*
Arvin and Betty Hernes
David and Janine Hunt*
Thorvald and Anna Henningsen*
Karyn Hagen and Chris Warman
Bertha (Holl) Hall and Bill and

Cheryl (Hall) Neal*
Anker and Vita Jensen*
Richard J. and Ann T. Jensen*
Roald A. and Shirley L. Kindem*
Steven and Daniel Berke Families*
Arthur A. and Bertha M. Jersild*
David and Karen Larsen
Dale and Jane Lemon*
Nancy and Gene Lindblad*
Carl and Joyce (Peterson) Knudsen*
Ethan and Catherine Mengers*
David W. and Mary Ann Miller
Timothy and Sharon (Messer) Jensen
Barry S. and Christine A. Schweer*
Donald F. and Jane H. (Hendrick) Prochaska*
Leonard and Myrna Sorenson*
Sid Dillon Chevrolet
Mitsunobu Uchida
Elmer and Myrtle Rasmussen Family
John Mark and Dawn (Carper) Nielsen
John and Janet (Rasmussen) Mehr*
Luther Memorial Church, Syracuse, NE
John M. and Ragnhild (Gotsche) Jensen
Raymond and Susan D. (Schweer) Edelman*
Jerry and Janet (Peterson) Jorgensen
Frank and Norma (Lund) Van Steenhoven*

SECTION THREE

Kaj Nielsen

Marie Miller

Herbert G. Carlson

Earl G. Nielson

John J., Douglas E., and Ethel E. Hansen
Theodor and Dorothy Repsholdt*
Lester and Marian Thompson
Donna (Byriel) Rector*

Fred C.M. and Carrie Hansen*

Jim and Linda (Money) Jorgensen*

Section Three, continued

Norman F. Jensen

Allen and Clara (Juhl) Petersen Family*
Beth E. Gibson

Paul D. and Christi J. (Mulinix) Hilgenkamp
Martin J. and Sena E. J. (Nelsen) Frederiksen
Len J. and Sandy (Waltke) Fleischer*

Andy and Susan (Jorgenson) Andersen*
Jerry Kirkegaard

Ken and Lorrie Anderson Family*

Terry and Wynetta Headley

Edward and Sherida (Nohrenberg) Vahle*
Lee and Norma Barney*

Jeff and Kay (Beune) MacDonald*

John and N. Myrle (Fleming) Lassen

Bob and Joanne (Jensen) Morrow and Family
Dana Class of 1995

Paul and Patricia Formo*

John and Beth Schultz*

Armold and Marianne Jensen

Earl K. and Kathleen Madsen

Carol J. Weckmuller

C. Clifford, Sigrid S., and Gail Koldenborg
Darrell and Marge Dibben*

Pearl Sterling and Pear]l Morgan

Boy and Ane Kirstine Jessen Family

Lucile M. Rehder

Duane and Elaine (Lillethorup) Olson*

Neil E. and Shirley (Bohs) Moore*

Dana Class of 1996




WILLIAM AND LUELLA ADAMS

Because our family had its roots in the old American Lutheran Church, we did not have a long-
standing tradition with Dana; however, with the impending merger of the early ’60s, we
developed an interest in Dana as one of "our" colleges.

Mary (Adams) Teten attended Dana in the years when a two-year teaching certificate was
still available; she entered in the fall of 1957 and was a member of the band, home economics
club, and Lutheran Student Association and worked in the cafeteria.

Donna (Adams) Reimers attended for one year (1959-60) before entering nurses’ training.
She was a member of the Lutheran Student Association, the pep club, and home economics club.

Corinne (Adams) Robinson attended for four years, graduating with the Class of 1966.
She was a member of the choir which went on tour to California, a member of the Dana Folk
Dancers, a dorm counselor, and worked in the library.

As a result of our attending Dana, our parents, William and Luella Adams, developed a
strong interest in Dana and expressed that through attendance at many events and through their
financial gifts to Dana.

All of us found that our education at Dana was both challenging and inspiring. There we
formed lifetime friendships. The values which had been instilled by our parents, those of a
commitment to lifetime learning, a strong and personal faith life, and a commitment to
community service, were strengthened and extended by our education at Dana.

Prepared by Mary (Adams °61) Teten, Talmage, Nebraska; Donna (Adams ’'63) Reimers,
Griswold, Iowa; Corinne (Adams '66) Robinson, Minneapolis, Minnesota



AID ASSOCIATION FOR LUTHERANS

Aid Association for Lutherans (AAL) is a fraternal benefit society of 1.6 million Lutherans
joined together for financial security and for helping each other. As part of its commitment
to help Lutheran congregations and institutions, AAL has developed the Affirmations of
Lutheran Higher Education Program. This has provided "seed money" to Dana College over
the years to help launch new ideas and approaches which might not otherwise have been
accomplished.

Dana also receives funding each year through AAL’s Lutheran Campus Scholarship
Program which provides scholarships to qualified AAL members attending Dana College.

Prepared by Juanita Harder/Rich Redman, Appleton, Wisconsin



AMERICAN LUTHERAN CHURCH
Gothenburg, Nebraska

Our congregation has had students attend Dana College over the years, and our congregation
takes seriously its financial responsibility to Dana College.

Prepared by Janice Gonzales, Gothenburg, Nebraska



ANDY AND SUSAN (JORGENSON) ANDERSEN

Our relationship to Dana almost plays like the "personal column" in your local newspaper. "SWM
WANTS TO MEET SWF. MUST BE FUN-LOVING, BUT ON A LOW BUDGET." I met Susan
(Class of 1959) at Dana, my brother Jim met his first wife at Dana, and Susan’s brother Charles
Jorgenson met his wife Jelayne (Carpenter) at Dana. It is also noteworthy that Susan’s uncle, Levi
Jensen, met a lot of "neat chicks" at Dana. Others attending Dana from Susan’s side of the aisle
were:

Astrid (Jensen) Shjeflo Bismarck, ND Class of 1940
Martha (Jensen) Nowak Milwaukee, WI Class of 1944
Maxine (Jensen) Broderius Hector, MN Class of 1953

My mother and father, Rev. Andrew P. and Nina Andersen, were also strong supporters
of Dana, as were Susan’s parents, Arnold and Sigrid Jorgenson.

Prepared by Andrew P. Andersen '61, Tampa, Florida



BERTHA C. ANDERSEN

I was introduced to Dana College when my parents took me there for the Synodical Conventions,
and upon graduation from Elk Horn High School I received a scholarship that gave me the
incentive to enroll as a freshman in 1930. I graduated with a two-year course in 1932 and began
my teaching career. In 1959 I returned to graduate with a B.S. degree.

My three nephews were students: Raynor Hemmingsen (53 and ’54), Franklin
Hemmingsen (BS ’63), and Dewey Hemmingsen (BS ’70).

Through the years I have been able to attend the conventions, reunions, Gatherings and
festivals and renewed my friendship with former classmates, pastors and missionaries.

Prepared by Bertha Andersen ’32 and 59, Elk Horn, lowa



HAROLD AND MARIAN ANDERSEN

I suspect that one reason I was contacted by--and attracted to--Dana College is the fact that my
name is Andersen (. . . sen, that is).

I’'m proud of my Danish-American heritage, and Mrs. Andersen and I are keenly aware
of the important role that small liberal arts colleges play in American higher education. So it was
not difficult for me to be persuaded to take a leadership role in two of Dana’s fund drives and
for Mrs. Andersen and me to be persuaded to make contributions in support of Dana.

I was pleased also, as publisher of The Omaha World-Herald, to arrange for World-
Herald Foundation contributions in support of Dana.

So although we are not Dana alumni, Mrs. Andersen and I have been pleased to be
included in the family of Dana supporters. We very much appreciate the job that Dana has done
for more than 100 years, and we appreciate the opportunity to have played a small part in Dana’s
success story.

Prepared by Harold W. Andersen, Omaha, Nebraska



INGVARD M. AND ELLA (BERTELSEN) ANDERSEN

Ingvard Marius (I.M.) Andersen was born August 18, 1888, in Groenderup, Denmark, the son
of Jens and Petrea Andersen. In 1902, he moved with his family to Ruskin, Nebraska. He
attended Dana College for four years before graduating with a B.A. degree from the University
of Nebraska in 1913. In 1915 he graduated from Trinity Seminary in Blair, Nebraska.

Ella Bertelsen Andersen was born to Hans Peter and Anna Margrete Bertelsen in Blair,
Nebraska, on October 5, 1889. Until her marriage, her home was with her parents on the site
of the present Pioneer Memorial. They "kept" chickens behind their house. She had fond
memories of Blair, her church, and attending the Old West School. She attended Dana before
her brief teaching career.

The Andersens were married on June 7, 1915. Ingvard was ordained into the United
Danish Evangelical Lutheran Church at the synodical convention in Luck, Wisconsin. Their
43 years of service to their church were spent in Nebraska, Wisconsin, Maine, Iowa, and
Colorado. Their seven children--Irene, Raymond, Grace, Amy, Jimmy, Miriam, and Lois--are
grateful for good and loving parents and for the privilege of being "preacher’s kids." Visiting
Dana College, across the road from their Bertelsen grandparents, was a happy time in their
growing up years. Later, five of the seven attended Dana.

Pastor and Mrs. Andersen retired in 1959 to Brush, Colorado, and are buried there.

Prepared by their daughter, Miriam (Andersen) Petersen, Peoria, Illinois



L. M. AND CHARLOTTE (RICHTER) ANDERSEN

The Andersens’ association with Dana has roots in Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church in Audubon,
Iowa, and Trinity Lutheran Church on Washington Island, Wisconsin. While delivering the
welcome speech to Dana’s student body in 1938, L. Madsen Andersen (Dana 1932-34, 1937-39;
Trinity 1939-42) spotted a young lady sitting in the front row listening with rapt attention. She
was Charlotte A. Richter (Dana 1938-39). They were married June 20, 1942, one week after his
ordination to the office of word and sacrament in the UDELC.

They served parishes in Luck and Racine, Wisconsin, and Norwalk and San Bernardino,
California; retired in 1978 and moved to their present home in Camarillo, California.

They have three children--Martha Kay, Carl Edwin, and Paul James. Martha Kay is a
public school teacher, a graduate of California Lutheran University with a music major; she has
two children, Tanya and Scott, and they live in San Jose, California. Carl is an ELCA pastor in
Fisher, Minnesota; he’s a graduate of California Lutheran University with a music major. He has
two children, Joel and Rachel. Paul, a graduate of the University of California in computer
science, is a software systems architect. He lives in Santa Fe Springs, California, and has three
sons, Brian, Dana and Corey.

Dana’s influence on these two people? The setting that brought them together.

At Dana they were introduced to some of the treasures of historical thoughts and events
of the ages, together with added understanding of the nature of humanity and the need for an
almighty God who is holy and requires that of humanity. This God they discovered was
incarnate in Jesus Christ; that he died for them on the Cross and rose again from the grave so
that in Him there is hope of everlasting life. Their experience at Dana developed this.

Prepared by L. Madsen Andersen D’39 T’42, Camarillo, California



RUTH (STAUGAARD) ANDERSEN

I married the Andersens’ only child, Edward, Jr., in 1946. I have heard many times the stories
of Ruth’s time at Dana. She enjoyed that time so much that now I’ve got fond memories--or
thoughts--of Dana!

As I remember it, though, Ruth and her husband, Edward, attended Dana when it was
only a junior high, or maybe, the high school. Is that possible? She was born in 1904, and that
would have made her attending school there in the 1915s or thereabouts. Her family emigrated
to the U.S. when she was eight years old. She said she met her future husband there, when she
was about eight years old. He was one of the sons of their pastor, Rev. Fritz Andersen, who has
a history of his own in establishing churches in Nebraska and the surrounding area.

Prepared by their daughter-in-law, Evelyn Andersen, Arleta, California



ERNEST AND SHAROL (CRANDALL) ANDERSON

My earliest recollections of Dana College began in the mid-1940s when we as a family came
to Blair to visit my maternal grandmother, Mrs. Anna Simonsen. I always looked forward to
a trip up the Hill to see Dana on each trip to Blair. I always felt connected to Dana because
my father, Rev. Wesley M. Anderson, had spent ten years on the campus as a student (three
in the academy, four in college and three in seminary) and had met my mother, Olga
(Simonsen) Anderson, there. In addition, an uncle, Rev. Elmer Anderson, met his wife at
Dana. An aunt, Dr. Marie Simonsen, graduated from Dana and later became the first woman
to graduate from the University of Nebraska School of Medicine.

When I arrived on campus as a student in 1955, two cousins (LeRoy and Ada
Anderson) and a second cousin (Keith Grill), were also students. A number of other students
had been members of my father’s parishes and in some ways it was like a reunion to again
be together with some of these people. I also met people that my parents knew from their
years at Dana--like Rufus Olson, Dr. Cliff Madsen and Dr. Richard Morton.

In 1957 I was joined at Dana by a brother, Emory. Later three additional brothers,
Ron, Allan and Larry would attend and graduate from Dana. Another notable arrival at Dana
in 1957 was a young coed named Sharol Crandall. We started dating in the fall of 1958 and
were married in September of 1961. Two brothers, Emory and Allan, also married girls that
they met at Dana.

Sharol grew up on a farm near Laurel, Nebraska. Her maternal grandfather, Magnus
Hansen, had been active in the establishment of the Lutheran Old People’s Home in Blair, and
four of his children had attended Dana. Later, Sharol’s cousin, Lisa Galvin ’83, graduated
from Dana.

In 1983 our daughter, Sonya Anderson ’87, became the third generation member to
attend Dana. Her presence on the campus gave us an "excuse" to come back to Dana several
times a year and it was a real thrill to see many old friends who were either on staff or
parents of students.

With my parents now both buried in Blair and two brothers and their families living
in Omaha, we still have good reason to come to the Blair area. A visit to Blair isn’t complete
without a drive through the campus and perhaps a stop to visit some of the dear friends whom
we have come to know and love over the years. Our prayer is that God will continue to bless
and guide Dana now and in the future.

Prepared by Ernie Anderson 59, Racine, Wisconsin



KEN AND LORRIE ANDERSON FAMILY

Leaving the family farm in Audubon, Iowa, to attend Dana College in the fall of 1959 was a
major leap for Ken. Both of his parents had been required to work full time after their
graduation from the eighth grade; therefore, being the first member of his family to graduate
from college in 1963 was one of the highlights of Ken’s life. He worked hard to pay his own
way through college but still found time to take advantage of the opportunities Dana offered.
Ken joined the football team, lettered in cross country, traveled to Denmark with the Dana Choir
and gained lifelong friends.

Ken was the first but not the last member of his family to have a relationship to Dana.
He would be followed by two brothers, Duane and Don, would gain a sister-in-law, Gloria
(Jenson) Anderson, and meet his wife-to-be.

We were married in 1964 and warmly welcomed into the Dana family. Residing in Blair
for twenty years, Ken and I felt fortunate that our four children, Jeff, Kate, Bill and Mike, grew
up in the Dana community. They all cheered the Vikings at sporting events, learned to swim at
Borup Coliseum, enjoyed Dana’s theatrical productions and art exhibits, and marveled at the
"Sights and Sounds of Christmas" each year. Dana is truly a family affair.

Ken’s relationship to Dana has taken many forms over the past thirty years. In 1963-64
he was an Admissions Counselor recruiting new students. After receiving a Master’s Degree in
Public Relations from Boston University, Ken returned to Dana to serve as Associate Director
and later Director of Development 1966-69. In the years that followed, he organized and
participated in numerous fund raisers, served as member and president of the Alumni Council
and was among the "Dana One Hundred."

Giving generously of time, talent and resources was Ken’s way of supporting the things
he valued. High on his list of priorities were continuing education and assisting others to realize
their full potential. After his death in December of 1993, family and friends established The
Kenneth D. Anderson Memorial Scholarship to honor his legacy of generosity and perpetuate
the spirit of Dana.

Prepared by Lorrie Anderson, Grand Rapids, Michigan



RALPH M. AND JUDITH (BRUCE) ANDERSON, JR.

My first impression of Dana College came in the summer of 1958, when I went to the
administration building to see about enrolling. One of the first persons I met there was Dr.
Elmer Rasmussen, who took me into his office to look over my previous transcript and
grades. Dr. Rasmussen was probably the main reason for my attending Dana and eventually
graduating. He made me grow up in a hurry.

During most semesters at Dana, I and four or five other students from the Burt
County, Nebraska, area commuted in a car pool. We carried our lunches and during the really
cold weather ate our lunch in the lounge area of Old Main. Most of us spent many hours
together for the four years. Carlene (Benson) Petersen, now of Omaha; Bill Anderson, now
principal at Tekamah-Herman Schools; and Carolyn R. Eckley, now of Grand Forks, North
Dakota, were among the travelers.

In the summer of 1964 I took the University of Nebraska Law School entrance exam
and was accepted for attendance. I was trying to apply my freshman year’s grades back to
Dana for senior credit, but Dana would not accept this arrangement, as I hadn’t completed a
science requirement that was to be offered only in the second semester of 1965, so I graduated
from Dana and began law school one year later.

Although my wife graduated from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln, she attended
summer school at Dana in 1960 and 1961.

When Old Main burned in August of 1988, I felt that I lost part of my background of
education. I know the replacement will be wonderful, but I still miss looking at Old Main
when I drive up the hill.

Prepared by Ralph M. Anderson, Jr. ’62, Tekamah, Nebraska



WILLIAM AND DOROTHY ANDERSON

Arriving at Dana in September 1935 has proved over the years to be the start of the most
memorable year of my life. Friendships that came about because of that one year’s attendance are
still active and among my most cherished.

How little did I realize the influence one term could have over an entire life.

My attendance at Dana was a first for our family. My sister, Ruth ’44, attended some years
later and while there met her husband-to-be, Iver Iversen.

It is my hope that this new facility will become as memorable to new generations as "Old
Main" had become to past generations.

Prepared by William H. Anderson '39, Lodi, California



ARTHUR AND HELENE ANTHOLZ

Our relationship to Dana College began in the early ’60s when our son-in-law, Clayton
Nietfeld, began his college education in preparation for his future calling as a pastor in the
American Lutheran Church. He graduated May 30, 1965, and went on to Wartburg Seminary
to complete his studies. His wife, Lila, and children Katherine, Timothy, and Eileen found
friends in the schools at Blair and also became part of the Dana family.

In 1976 our relationship to Dana was renewed when our grandson Timothy Nietfeld
began his college education there. He completed his college work and graduated on May 18,
1980.

Arthur has served on the leadership committee of the college and he and his wife have
been faithful supporters of the ADD campaign. They are loyal supporters of Dana.

Prepared by Arthur and Helene Antholz, Eaton, Colorado



AQUILA ENERGY

Aquila Energy is located in the Omaha community. The close proximity of Aquila to Dana
College has resulted in key contributions to Aquila’s success being made by numerous employees
who are graduates of Dana.

Prepared by Marc Petersen ‘63, Omaha, Nebraska



GWEN AND CLYDE ATEN

I moved to Blair in 1950 with my husband and five little ones. I had taught one year in
Dodge County with one year of college. I was delighted to attend Dana and get my degree
by going evenings and summers.

My son Daniel graduated from Dana in 1966 and I finally got my Degree in 1969. I
taught 30 years in the Blair School System and I am now retired.

Prepared by Gwendolyn Aten ’69, Blair, Nebraska



CLARICE (JENSEN) AUS

I was a student at Dana for two years, from 1935-37, soon after high school graduation.
Following those two years I attended a three-year nurses’ training program and spent my life as
a Registered Nurse.

The two years at Dana made an impression on me that lasted all my life.

I fulfilled my mother’s wish that one of her nine children should attend Dana. My
youngest brother Dan attended for one year, about 1946.

Three other relatives, Delores Johnson and her two sons, Paul and Andrew, also attended
Dana.

Prepared by Clarice (Jensen '37) Aus, San Diego, California



CHARLES AND CAROLE BAGBY

Although none of our family has attended Dana College, we recognize the immense cultural
enrichment that we all have received from the presence of Dana College in our community. In
thanks for that we are pleased to lend our support.

Prepared by K.C. Bagby, Blair, Nebraska



PETER H. AND ANNE M. BANSEN FAMILY

Our relationship to Dana College began around 1920 when our first pastors who were Dana
College graduates spoke highly Dana, and my deceased husband Peter H. and I have supported
Dana ever since.

Our son, Norman, graduated from Dana as did Lloyd. His wife, Ann Jessen, also attended
Dana. Their daughter (Lisa, now Harp) and son Jon are Dana graduates, and their son Ted
attended for three years. Jon’s and Ted’s wives are also graduates.

Our granddaughter Karen Bansen (now Maquire) and my niece Patricia Andersen are also
graduates.

God bless Dana.

Prepared by Anne M. Bansen, Ferndale, California



LEE AND NORMA BARNEY

I was a roommate of Ken Glover’s at Luther College in Decorah, Iowa, my freshman year. He
talked about Dana often, so I applied and Dana said yes. So thanks go to Ken Glover, who then
came in 1959 to 1961 and graduated from Dana. Thanks, Ken Glover.

Prepared by Lee Barney 61, Oregon City, Oregon



JOHN AND VIRGINIA (LIPPINCOTT) BECK

Our families have known Dana College and Trinity Seminary, Dana’s mother institution, since
before the first brick was laid for Old Main. Joshua Lippincott, Ginny’s great grandfather, settled
north of Blair in the 1850s and my great-great grandfather, Marcus Beck, came to farm near
Orum in 1866. He served on the school’s first board and his team hauled brick to build Old Main.
My mother’s father, John Th. Lund, was an 1896 Trinity Seminary graduate. Grandmother Anna
Beck was Dana’s cook and mother to students during the second ten years of this century. My
father and mother met at Dana, and all three of their children attended college here.

Ginny and I met at Dana and our three children (John, Barbara and Eric) are all Dana
graduates. Ginny is a Dana alumna and I graduated from both Dana and Trinity Seminary and
was ordained in 1955.

After twenty years of ministry in the U.S. Navy and a time in a congregation in San
Diego, we returned to Blair, where I served at Dana in a number of jobs over a fifteen-year
period: Director of Alumni Relations, Director of the Annual Fund, Director of the Dana College
Centennial Fund, Director of Development, and Director of Planned Giving and Church Relations.
I retired in 1993.

Ginny has been highly active in the Dana Women’s Club and involved in supporting the
work at Dana in countless ways.

Many of our dearest friends are Dana friends. We believe that Dana offers students
something very special--a very personal concern for each student and an education for life where
faith and knowledge share equal space in the classroom. We are thankful for Dana and believe
Dana has a proud heritage of faith to pass on to the coming generations of students.

Prepared by John Beck D’50 T’55, Blair, Nebraska



MARCUS AND AGNES (LUND) BECK FAMILY

The Beck family relationship with Dana College began at the genesis of Trinity Theological
Seminary in 1884, when Marcus Beck, Danish immigrant and farmer near Orum, Nebraska, was
treasurer of the group of pastors and laymen who incorporated the seminary.

Marcus Beck, who died in 1911, was the grandfather of the Marcus Beck honored by our
family gift.

Rev. John Th. Lund, father of Agnes (Lund) Beck, was an 1896 graduate of Trinity
Seminary who served the church until his death in 1934.

Marcus Beck and Agnes Lund met at Dana and married a few years later. Beck was
always close to Dana, first as a part-time instructor and then as Alumni Association president, as
a member of the Board of Trustees, and as co-chair of the successful fund-raising effort for the
old gymnasium which has since been removed to make way for the Madsen Fine Arts Center.

All three of Mark’s and Agnes’s children attended Dana. Their daughter Pat D’56 was
Homecoming queen in 1955, and sons Dr. Marcus R. Beck D’45 and John T. Beck D’50 T°55
met and married Dana coeds. Marc married Margaret Ann Johansen D’44 and John married
Virginia Lippincott D’51.

In 1978 son John returned to Dana to work in the Development area where he continued
until retirement.

Three of old Marcus’s great-great-grandchildren and Marcus and Agnes’s grandchildren
are Dana graduates: John T. Beck II *76, Barbara (Beck) Meduna 77, and Eric C. Beck ’82. A
great-great-great-grandchild carries the name of Dana.

Prepared by their son, John T. Beck D’50 T°55, Blair, Nebraska



MARCUS AND MARGARET (JOHANSEN) BECK

Dana is very special to us because we met there and a few years later we were married in the old
Seminary Chapel on the fourth floor of Old Main on March 25, 1944. Marc’s grandmother, Anna
Beck, who was both "Mother" and college cook to the Dana students in the years around 1915,
had a long, hard walk up the steps to attend our wedding. Much of the Beck history with Dana
College and Trinity Seminary is in the narratives of Marcus and Agnes (Lund) Beck and John and
Virginia (Lippincott) Beck.

Marc attended Dana one year (1941-42) before transferring to the University of Nebraska,
where he was a pre-medical student and then a medical student in the Army Specialized Training
Program. He served for more than twenty years in the Army as a pathologist, then practiced in
civilian life and taught at the University of Missouri Medical School as well.

I attended Dana for two years. My father, J.O.A. Johansen, Sr., of Fresno, California, was
a strong Dana supporter. He first visited the campus en route to Denmark in 1919 to see a Fresno
seminary student, Joe Girtz, who is right now the oldest living Trinity Seminary alumnus.

In 1929 he inherited $10,000 (a very large amount of money in those days) from his
mother and tithed $1,000 to Dana toward construction of a new dormitory. When the bank failed
not long after, he was so glad that he had given it, for the rest was lost and could not be
recovered.

We treasure Dana, for we began our college education there, we met there, we were
married there, our families have long associations there, and many of our strong, life-long
friendships began there.

Prepared by Margaret (Johansen '44) Beck, Columbia, Missouri



STEVEN AND DANIEL BERKE FAMILIES

It was through meetings and mutual acquaintances at Dana that Steve got to know his future wife
Lori Johnson. Lori was on the Executive Committee of the Central District while Steve was a Dana
student. Visits to the Berke farm and ranch, much letter writing, and occasional dates ensued. In
1976 we were married at Wartburg Theological Seminary, Dubuque, Iowa, with several old Dana
friends in attendance.

Steve remembers the Humanities program, Greek with Dr. Del Hutton, and psychology
courses taught by his adviser, Dr. Bernard Matthies, as significant aspects of his academic growth
at Dana. Music and drama were highlights of his extracurricular interests, including four choir
tours, two chancel drama tours, and two additional theater productions. In 1973-75 a trio comprised
of Steve, Bill Blundell, and Diane Kniep (along with our friend, admissions representative Greg
Witte) became known as "Living Water." We were musical ambassadors for the college, singing
at many regional youth, church, community, and campus events. Steve was also closely associated
with the campus congregation, playing guitar, leading the liturgy, and once or twice even venturing
into the realm of preaching at chapel.

Steve’s parents, Daniel and Dorothea Berke, were constant supporters of his academic efforts
through eight years of college and seminary. They enjoyed coming occasionally to the campus for
special events. They have been true friends of Dana and of its mission as a college of the church.
All of us are grateful to have shared in Dana’s story.

Prepared by Steven Berke '75, Greeley, Colorado



SENA BERTELSEN

Sena Bertelsen (1892-1978) grew up on Dana Hill in a home where Pioneer Memorial now
stands. Her parents were Rev. and Mrs. Hans Peter Bertelsen. Her sister was Ella Bertelsen
Andersen.

Sena attended Dana and taught school near Blair for a few years. She was then a librarian
at Dana College from 1937 to 1958, when she retired.

To her nieces and nephews she was always "Aunt Sena," an important part of our family.
We often visited her home on Dana Hill--climbing that sometimes muddy road after the two-day
drive from Wisconsin. Five of us attended Dana while she was a librarian. She also welcomed
three of her grand nephews and nieces as Dana students. Her lifelong relationship to Dana helped
build a love for Dana in all of us.

Nieces and nephews who attended Dana are: M. Irene Olsen, Raymond H. Andersen,
Grace Endicott, Amy Andersen, and Lois Sorensen. Grand nephews and nieces who attended
Dana are: Stanley G. Olsen, Eric J. Olsen, and Janet Sorensen McMahon.

Prepared by her niece, Amy R. Andersen '50, Brush, Colorado



ROBERT AND ERNA (PETERSEN) BERTHELSEN

Both of us have had a connection with Dana almost all of our lives. Bob’s cousin, the other Bob
Berthelsen, attended Dana and Trinity Seminary. His uncle, Adolph Berthelsen, attended Dana. His
home congregation of Golgotha Lutheran in Chicago had strong ties with Dana.

I first visited Dana with my parents, probably in the early *30s, when we attended a church
convention for one day. I also attended a National Luther League Convention of the UELC in the
early 40s. After that visit, I was determined that some day I would attend Dana. That became a
reality when I enrolled in 1947. I have had three sisters and two brothers who have also attended
Dana. They were Margaret, Edwin, Ruth, Kenneth, and Marion Jane Petersen.

Bob and I met at Dana and were married in 1952 after Bob received his BA.

We love coming back for visits and we have friendships that have continued through all
these years since we were Dana students.

Prepared by Erna (Petersen '49) Berthelsen, Albert Lea, Minnesota



GARY AND VIVIAN (CHRISTENSEN) BIESECKER

Destiny’s Deep Sea

I came to Dana with my best friend from high school. Myron stayed one year and transferred to
Hastings College. I pursued a teaching career before switching to pre-med.

I met my future wife Vivian Christensen *65 during my sophomore year at Dana. Her
destiny began when her father, President of the Danish American Society, met Dr. C.C. Madsen
at a fund-raising trip in New York City.

After completing her two-year requirements for a B.S. in Nursing at Dana, and
cheerleading too, Vivian finished her nursing education at Lincoln General Hospital, in Lincoln,
Nebraska.

I was fortunate to assist Phil Pagel on the Dana Choir trip to Denmark in 1961. Destiny
again raised its head and Vivian and I were married in Copenhagen in 1965. Her parents, native
Danes, had returned to Denmark for a few years after leaving Denmark during World War 1II.
They have since returned to Connecticut.

Destiny’s Deep Blue Sea

I served in the Navy for eight years. In 1973, as Chief of Surgery at the U.S. Naval Hospital,
New London, Connecticut, we were stationed only twenty minutes from Vivian’s parents’ home
in Mystic, Connecticut.

My fondest memories include fund-raising for Borup Coliseum and seeing its completion;
living at the "C" House and all of its comradeship; German class under the trees with Roger
Welsch (and now watching him on Sunday mornings with his "Post Cards from Nebraska"). Also,
working part-time for spending money at Kelly Ryan’s, picking apples, running a lathe making
mortar housing, panty raids in Mickelsen Hall and trying to escape detection by Alice Laaker,
double dating with Pete and Shirley (Thompson) Petersen and Marc and Carlene (Benson)
Petersen, river parties and driving to Peony Park dances in Kenny Anderson’s Plymouth.

Dana was a place where one felt the security of a big family, and where one could grow,
mature, assume responsibilities and still have the freedom to explore one’s values.

Prepared by Gary Biesecker '63, High Point, North Carolina



BONNIE (DEEPE) BOCCITTO

In September 1968, my sister Betty and I arrived as freshmen at Dana College. We were
joining our older sister, Beverly, who was a junior that year.

Probably the strongest influence that Dana had on me came from a German professor
there, and I didn’t even study German. In my sophomore year, a fellow classmate’s German
professor offered to assist Dana students in making arrangements to live and work in Germany
for the following summer. Without knowing any German I didn’t have a lot of hope of
landing such a position, but with the help of the German professor, I did.

That was the beginning of my love of traveling which has lasted to this day. After
graduating from Dana I went to live in Australia, then New Zealand, and then Japan. As a
teacher, I always had my summers free to travel--to exotic and interesting places such as
Burma, Afghanistan and Nepal.

Now, as an actuary and underwriter for Prudential Reinsurance Company, my traveling
time is more limited, but I still find time to take my son, Marco, for at least one trip to a
foreign country each year. '

I thank Dana and the staff there for giving me my first opportunity to travel, for

encouraging my curiosity about the world, and for instilling in me the self-confidence to make
that first and most important trip.

Prepared by Bonnie (Deepe '71) Boccitto, Hopewell, New Jersey



RICHARD C. AND LOIS B. (LYNGE) BOE

I arrived at Dana in September of 1937 full of enthusiasm and eager to find out what was in store
for me. Little did I know I would find my husband, Richard Boe °40, there.

Richard’s parents brought him from Maine out to Dana. They arrived on a Sunday
afternoon and I was sitting "under the tree" visiting with friends. Later I learned that when he saw
me he told his parents that he was going to marry me. And he did!!

On May 29, 1941, Richard and I were married in the Seminary Chapel located in a corner
room on the top floor of Old Main. We were told that ours was the first wedding there. Our
attendants were Nelson Boe, Richard’s brother, and my sister Gladys Lynge, later to become Mrs.
Hughie Hughes. Our pastor was Pastor Frank Nielsen, Richard’s uncle and a brother of his
mother. The organist was Phyllis Olson who later became Mrs. Nelson Boe.

Our connection, however, began much earlier than that. My father, Martinus Lynge, came
to Racine, Wisconsin, from Denmark around 1914. When it became too cold to do construction
work many young men went to Dana where they became winter students and were taught reading,
writing, and arithmetic in English. My aunt, Rena Jensen, attended Dana at the same time as my
father did and she introduced my mother to my father. They were married in 1917.

Our daughter, Barbara, attended Dana from 1959 to 1963. There she met Tom Vierk, her
husband. Our daughter Jackie spent an Interim session helping to catalog library books for the
new library. Tom’s mother, Edith Carlsen Vierk, also attended Dana as did Tom’s brother
Richard.

From the time we were little children we had heard about Dana and we never thought of
going to any other school. We are so pleased to see the progress Dana has made over the years
and pray for her continued growth. We also pray for the dedicated Administrative staff, teaching
staff, and all of the other staff members.

We look forward to being at Dana for the dedication ceremony.

Prepared by Lois (Lynge '41) Boe, Bentonville, Arkansas



JOHN AND CAROL (MILLER) BOGACZ

My Dana experience started as mine only. As the youngest of five, I was the first to attend a
liberal arts college. I choose Dana because as anxious as I was to go into the world, I needed to
stay close to home.

The fall of 1971 was hot and dry, just like my throat as I watched my parents drive away.
However, the first year was over in a flash and that summer I began my association with the
Kellogg Co. The W. K. Kellogg Foundation has enabled me to provide a generous gift. I worked
summers at the "Big K" and since 1976 have been employed at the Omaha plant. And Kellogg’s
is where I met my husband John and so, it seems, a circle was made.

I am so proud of my Dana years and want to give back some part of what Dana gave to

me. I want to express my love for my Dana family. When I graduated a part of me remained on
that hill and it tugs at me to remember my own Dana experience.

Prepared by Carol (Mlller ’75) Bogacz, Omaha, Nebraska



ELMER AND INGRID (BECK) BONDO

Elmer was the only son of the Peter Bondos. He was born December 18, 1904, in a new home
built in 1903 in Hazel Dell Township. Dr. A.O. Wyland was there to assist in the home delivery
as was common then.

Elmer attended Hazel Dell #1 School, Dana College, and Iowa State College at Ames.

On March 25, 1930, he married Ingrid Beck *22, R.N. She was a member of the first class
of the Immanuel Hospital School of Nursing in Omaha and graduated in 1925. She was employed
at Immanuel as supervisor and anesthetist, having graduated in 1928 from the Ravenswood
Hospital School of Anesthesia in Chicago.

They were the parents of Elaine Rennerfeldt ’56, Phyllis Shavlik *61, and Paul ’67.

The years 1930-1939 were Depression years, with banks closing and the drought in 1933-
36. There was also a severe infestation of grasshoppers, so poison bran was scattered along fence
lines for control.

There also occurred a changeover from horses to mechanical farming. The cornpicker was
a boon, with the Bondos getting their first one in the fall of 1945. They also welcomed the
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